
The Larry Gillis Band and an
open bluegrass jam sessions will
be featured during McCloud Blue-
grass in the Park, scheduled for
Sunday, Sept. 15 at Hoo Hoo Park.
McCloud Chamber of Com-

merce invites the public to the free
concert and jam sessions, as well as
a meal of barbecue chicken, jamba-
laya and salad served by Ray-
mond’s BBQ beginning at 3 p.m.
Homemade desserts made by

Community Resource Center volun-
teers will be available, along with
beer wine and soda.
The purchase of beverages at the

event will help to fund 
future events.
The Larry Gillis Band will per-

form from 4 to 6 p.m., between two
bluegrass jam sessions from 2 to 3:45
and 6 to 8 p.m.
Hoo Hoo Park requires that all

dogs must be on a leash, and no glass

containers are allowed.
Gillis and his hard-driving swamp-

grass band performs and records tra-
ditional bluegrass music. His music
includes old favorites as well as new
material written by Gillis.
Gillis was influenced by his father

to play the five-string banjo. He
developed a style reminiscent of Don
Reno and Ralph Stanley, although
plainly it is Gillis’s own sound.
His ensemble of musicians is

described as a “hard-core, hard-driv-
ing, straight-up, traditional bluegrass
band. With a sound that comes from
the deep south...”
More information about Larry

Gillis and his band can be found at:
www.larrygillisband.com.

Great Northern Corpora-
tion says the walk-in freezer
and refrigerator unit it recent-
ly had installed has already
been put to use to provide over
10,000 pounds of frozen meat,
fruits and fresh vegetables to
county residents in need. 
The unit was purchased

with funding from the
McConnell Fund of the Shas-
ta Regional Community
Foundation, USDA Rural
Development Community
Facilities grant, Berryvale
Grocery in Mount Shasta,
and other community donors.
Late in 2012, GNC began

receiving frozen foods for the
USDA Emergency Food
Assistance Program, com-
monly known as the com-
modities program, which pro-
vided much needed protein to
program recipients, accord-
ing to a press release. 
With just five chest freez-

ers at the time, GNC says it
was able to take the frozen
goods “only due to the gen-
erosity of North Siskiyou
Dairy in Yreka that stored
over 27,000 pounds of frozen
goods in its freezer over seven
months.” But as the summer
months approached, that freezer
space was no longer available.
Then GNC grant writer Crystal

Aston applied for a USDA Rural
Development Community Facilities
grant for a small walk-in freezer in
early 2013. 

Community support
The grant required a 20% com-

munity donation to the project cost.
GNC said it had to be secured in a
matter of days. 
Working on faith that other contri-

butions would follow with a success-
ful grant application, Berryvale Gro-
cery of Mount Shasta wrote a letter
of commitment to provide the full
community donation amount, if
needed. “That letter allowed GNC to
submit the application early in
USDA’s funding cycle and in retro-
spect, was one of the key points of
success,” according to GNC.
Sean Doyle of Berryvale Grocery

says, “Central to our business is the
mandate to provide nourishment and
sustenance to our community. As a
natural foods grocery store, we have
a daily role in providing quality food
to our customers. When the opportu-
nity presented itself to team up with
GNC to play a role in providing food
to our community in an entirely dif-
ferent but incredibly important man-
ner, we felt compelled to help out.
We fully appreciate the efforts of
GNC and would like to thank Berry-
vale customers for their support,
which ultimately makes such dona-
tions possible. “
Kevin DeMers, USDA Rural

Development Area Specialist at the
Yreka office, was instrumental in
shepherding the grant through the
process. GNC staff then submitted an
application to the McConnell Fund

of the Shasta Regional Community
Foundation to leverage the USDA
funding to purchase a larger freezer
unit together with a walk-in refriger-
ation unit.  
The combined funding from the

two sources made possible GNC’s
broader goal to increase the supply
of fresh and nutritious food distrib-
uted through the Community Food
Program. By June, with funding in
place, the work of purchasing and

installation of the units began.
Great Northern says Mark Pigoni

of Ray-Mac Mechanical consulted to
find the most cost effective products
for the space and funding available.
The 18’x8’ freezer and 8’x8’ refrig-
eration units were installed in the
week prior to the 4th of July and the
July EFAP delivery that immediately
followed included 5,443 pounds of
frozen meat and fruit and 729 pounds
of fresh vegetables.
“We are so grateful for all the

support, especially from Kevin
DeMers at USDA who helped to get
the ball rolling, the McConnell
Foundation and to Mark Pigoni at
Ray-Mac Mechanical for their gen-
erosity and expertise,” says Crystal
Aston, GNC grant writer for the
project.  “And a special thanks to
Berryvale Grocery who stepped for-
ward at a critical time.”
The commodities program serves

1,500 households throughout Siskiy-
ou County six times per year through
volunteer-operated sites in 19 com-
munities, according to GNC. 
Now GNC says it is working to

get into remote communities such as
Forks of Salmon and Cecilville, “to
strengthen the network of distribu-
tion sites.” GNC also seeks funding
to increase the distribution cycle to
every month. 

Filling a funding gap
GNC is seeking community sup-

port for its Emergency Food Pro-
gram, which it says is 50 percent
underfunded. As stated in the press
release, it takes $750 to put just one
box of mac and cheese into every bag
that goes out for distribution. 
Every $50 donation to GNC from

now until Oct. 29 will give the donator
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Wed., Sept. 4
“Sushi & Blues”

Jimmy Limo and Takashi
Mt. Shasta Hotel & Lodge

Mount Shasta
Wednesdays, 6 p.m.

* * *
Blues and Classic Rock
Weed Alehouse in Weed
Wednesdays, 7 p.m.

* * *
Karaoke

Cedar Lanes and Ten Pin
Sports Bar in Weed
Wednesdays, 9 p.m.

Thurs., Sept. 5
Bruno Grossi

Dunsmuir Growers’ Market
4 to 6 p.m.
* * *

Brewgrass 
Weed Ale House in Weed

Thursdays, 7 p.m.
* * *

Open Mic
Mt. Shasta Vets Club

Mount Shasta
Thursdays, 8 p.m.

Fri., Sept. 6
Mad Chad

The Chainsaw Juggler
COS Theater
Weed, 7 p.m.

* * *
1st Friday Open mic

Dunsmuir Brewery Works
7 p.m.
* * *

Open Mic
Weed Alehouse in Weed

Fridays, 7 p.m.
* * *

DJ Jack
Mt. Shasta Vets Club
Mount Shasta, 10 p.m.

Sat., Sept. 7
Musician Jamboree: 

10 bands
Hoo Hoo Park

McCloud, 1-6 p.m.
* * *

Siskiyou Dixieland Band
Bathtub Gin Jubilee

fundraiser
St. Mark’s Preservation
Square, Yreka, 6:30 p.m.

* * *
Local musicians
Coffee Connection
Mount Shasta, 7 p.m.

* * *
Jimmy Limo

Wayside Bar & Grill
Mount Shasta, 7 p.m.

* * *
Rick Garrett guitar

Dunsmuir Brewery Works
7:30 p.m.
* * *

Eric Siems & Friends
Papa’s Place Bar
Weed, 8 p.m.

* * *
DJ at Bar

Cedar Lanes and Ten Pin
Sports Bar, Weed
Saturdays, 10 p.m.

Tues., Sept. 10
The Rockin’ Tacos

Jimmy Limo and Rod Sims  
Mount Shasta Resort
Tuesdays, 6 to 9 p.m.

* * *
Karaoke

Mt. Shasta Vets Club
Mount Shasta

Tuesdays, 8 p.m.

Thurs., Sept. 12
“Heist: Who Stole the 
American Dream?’”
Sisson Museum

Mount Shasta, 7 p.m.
* * *

Jimmy Limo on the patio
Dunsmuir Brewery Works

6 to 9 p.m.

Fri., Sept. 13
“Homage” 

Opening Reception and 
Masquerade Ball 
Liberty Arts
Yreka, 5 p.m.

Sept. 13, 14 and 15
Music by the Mountain 
Festival “Totally Tele-
mann” by Jefferson
Baroque Orchestra 

• Friday – Benefit Gala in
Mount Shasta, 7 p.m.
• Saturday – St. Mark’s
Preservation Square in

Yreka, 7 p.m.
• Sunday – Seventh Day
Adventist Church in 
Mount Shasta, 4 p.m.

More arts and entertainmentMore arts and entertainment
on pages C10, 11 and 12on pages C10, 11 and 12

Shown participating in Great Northern Corporation’s new freezer dedication in July are GNC board members Rob Menzies,
and Heather Weldon, Mark Pigoni of Ray-Mac Mechanical, Kevin DeMers of USDA Rural Development, GNC food program
manager Renee Casterline, Shannon Phillips and Lee Salter  of McConnell Foundation), GNC grant writer Crystal Aston, 
Ken Shannahan of GNC warehouse.  SUBMITTED PHOTOS

Community supporters for the freezer/refrigeration project for Great Northern
Corporation’s Emergency Food Distribution Program, left to right, USDA Rural
Development area specialist Kevin DeMers, Sean Doyle of Berryvale Natural
Foods Grocery, GNC food program manager Renee Casterline, and Mark
Pigoni of Ray-Mac Mechanical.

Community support brings cool news to GNC

Country music legend Merle Haggard is scheduled to headline the Fair Aid
concert Sept. 21 at the Siskiyou Golden Fairgrounds in Yreka.
The event, which will also feature the Chris Gardner Band, Slapshoe Fly, No

Boys Aloud and Stonewashed, is a fundraiser for Siskiyou Child Abuse Preven-
tion Council and The 10th DAA Friends of the Fair.
Music is scheduled to start at noon. Merle Haggard will take the stage at 8

p.m.
Reserved/preferred presale tickets are $40 per person or $25 for general

admission. They will be $10 more at the gate. 
Admission is free for children 5 and under.
Seating is festival style. Concert-goers are encouraged to bring a blanket or

beach or lawn chairs. “No ice chests or outside alcohol; no bottles or cans; no
refunds.”
Gates are scheduled to open at 11 a.m.
For tickets or information, call the Fair office at 530-842-2767.

Merle Haggard headlines Fair Aid in Yreka Sept. 21

McCloud plans Bluegrass in the Park
(Continued on C2)


